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due to the international and local outcry, started transmitting a poor diet of 
programming based on old documentaries films and later on news on the 
ERT' s digital frequencies. 

But What is interesting is that the command for shutting down ERT's 
channels on 11 June 2013 was given by the government to Digea. In fact, 
Digea followed and implemented the wishes of the government. Perhaps, it 
is not a coincidence that Digea has been upgraded to the sole national player 
regarding the .digitalization of the Greek TV universe. Nor is it a coincidence 
that Digea' s owners, the private TV channels were positive rather than nega­
tive to the government's decision regarding the closure of the public broad­
caster. Neither that technicians of the private TV channels, accompanied by 
the police forces, switched-off the transmitters of ERT, interrupted ERT's 
signal and then helped the broadcast of digital signal bars. The latter were 
broadcast by the two private platforms/operator, OTE and Digea. According 
to Nicos Michalitsis, former Director of ERT' s Maintenance section: 

people were wondering what kind of relationship these private compa­
nies might have with ERT's closure. The truth is that they don't only 
relate to, but they also actively participated in, particularly Digea, a 
government plan for the total control of the TV landscape, as it will 
come out in the new digital era. 

(2013) 

Digea, as noted, has already been granted an operation license for the initial 
phase of switch over to digital transmission throughout 23 different emis­
sion areas all-over Greece. On the other hand, ERT's closure coincided with 
the consultation of the specification of the auction for the DTT frequencies 
allocation. The consultation ended on 19 June 2013 and according to the 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Telecommunications Development, 
Menelaos Daskalakis, the auction was to be announced by 30 June 2013. Six 
months later, at the moment of writing this article, nothing has been done. 
Nevertheless, according to the provisions of the auction (given in consultation 
before ERT' s closure) two frequencies were allocated to the public broadcaster 
(out of three that ERT hold until its closure), four frequencies for network 
providers with a nationwide coverage (out of two as previously) and two 
frequencies for network providers' regional coverage. As the press reported, 
each of the four frequencies can carry up to eight TV channels. The license 
will last for fifteen years at the amount of 16.4 million euros. Regarding the 
regional platform (which can carry two to three channels where appropriate), 
the price is at 1.93 million euros (Infocom 2013). Additionally, the 'disappear­
ance' of ERT from the TV frequencies, seems to satisfy all of those who were 
against the High Definition project of the public broadcaster, the ERT HD. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 
With the demise of ERT and until its successor becomes fully operational, 
Greece reaches the final development of DTT without having a public service 
broadcaster to participate in the whole process and most important phase. 
Second, DTT seems to resemble the analogue TV era since no channel will 
have an official license to broadcast. The government aims to get approxi­
mately 16.4 million euros from the platform provider, but it is uncertain who 
will pay since the private TV companies, the owners, as noted, of the digital 
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operator have not paid anything yet for using the digital frequencies and the 
analogue frequencies in the past. But, as we know the Digital Dividend is 
the key. The public broadcaster, or ERT's successor, will be allocated fewer 
frequencies. The government might allocate the new public broadcaster with 
fewer frequencies, since it will be a 'short version' of its predecessor, ERT. 
Private TV companies may not have the money to 'bargain' extra frequencies 
since their finances are in a difficult situation after operation in the four years 
within a very negative financial climate due to the fiscal crisis. 

So, who can 'pay the ferryman'? It seems that only the telecoms operators 
in general and the mobile operators in particular (in many cases they are the 
same) have the financial resources, and, most importantly, the cash the bank­
rupt Greek state needs desperately. The US case is indicative: the govern­
ment forced the terrestrial stations to abandon the analogue frequencies and 
go digital, and it then turned around and sold this spectrum to mobile tele­
coms operators. The closure of ERT may be a 'chance' for raising money, but 
it remains to be seen. But in Greece 'anything goes', for example, the delays in 
the case of the Greek DTT seem to be a never-ending story. 
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