





























The transition to digital television in Greece

operator have not paid anything yet for using the digital frequencies and the
analogue frequencies in the past. But, as we know the Digital Dividend is
the key. The public broadcaster, or ERT’s successor, will be allocated fewer
frequencies. The government might allocate the new public broadcaster with
fewer frequencies, since it will be a “short version” of its predecessor, ERT.
Private TV companies may not have the money to ‘bargain” extra frequencies
since their finances are in a difficult situation after operation in the four years
within a very negative financial climate due to the fiscal crisis.

So, who can “pay the ferryman’? It seems that only the telecoms operators
in general and the mobile operators in particular (in many cases they are the
same) have the financial resources, and, most importantly, the cash the bank-
rupt Greek state needs desperately. The US case is indicative: the govern-
ment forced the terrestrial stations to abandon the analogue frequencies and
go digital, and it then turned around and sold this spectrum to mobile tele-
coms operators. The closure of ERT may be a ‘chance’ for raising money, but
it remains to be seen. But in Greece ‘anything goes’, for example, the delays in
the case of the Greek DTT seem to be a never-ending story.
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